
2015 AP® US HISTORY FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

4. Answer (a), (b), and (c). 

a) Briefly explain why ONE of the following best marks the beginning of industrialization in the United States. 

• The market revolution in the first half of the 1800s 

• The Civil War era in the middle of the 1800s 

• The rise of big business in the second half of the 1800s 

b) Provide ONE example of an event or development that supports your explanation in (a). 
c) Provide specific historical evidence that explains why ONE of the other options is less convincing as the 

possible beginning of industrialization in the United States. 

END OF SECTION I 
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