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AP® UNITED STATES HISTORY
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B)

Question 1

Sample: 1A
Score: 8

This essay has a strong, well-developed thesis. It demonstrates an awareness of change over time. The
documents are used well, and there is considerable outside information (such as the reference to
containment, NATO, Truman Doctrine, Warsaw Pact, Iron Curtain, etc.). The analysis is good but not as
insightful and tightly developed as expected for a score of 9. The essay has a few errors (such as the
reference to “post war relations”) that do not detract from its overall quality.

Sample: 1B
Score: 6

This essay presents a straightforward thesis and includes some analysis of the documents. It has some
outside information that lifts the essay above a 5 (including references to the Lend—Lease Act, the allied
invasion, Africa, and Churchill’s Iron Curtain speech). However, there are some errors such as the
implication that the allies did not establish a second front and that NATO was established in the 1950's. In
context these were not seen as major errors, especially since the former was not an explicit statement.

Sample: 1C
Score: 3

This essay has an unclear thesis that is not fully developed. The essay displays awareness that the Soviet
Union and the United States grew to distrust each other during the Cold War but does not analyze the
reasons for these developments. It simply lists the documents in chronological order and then comments
on them, often with no analysis. Additionally, there is no relevant outside information.
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